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Lorna Summers has been elected the new chair of ICEDIS, the
International Committee on Electronic Data Interchange for serials
for 1994 & 1995. Lorna is a director of Turpin Distribution Services
Ltd a company owned by the Royal Society of Chemistry which
handles fulfilment and distribution services on behalf of 30
publishers. She succeeds Herman Pabbruwe of Kluwer Academic
Publishers who has been an effective and popular chairman of
ICEDIS over the last two years.
The International Committee on ED1 for Serials (ICEDIS)is an
organization comprised of many of the world's largest subscription
agents and leading scientific, technical and medical publishers. It is
dedicated to providing faster, more accurate, and more cost
effective serial subsa-iption processing through the establishment
and use of ED1 standards. ICEDIS is a major participant in an
international cooperative effort to develop ED1 standards for the
serials industry. As such, it works very closely with SISAC and
CSISAC and liaises with EDIteur (The European ED1 Rojed) and
BIC (Book Industry Communications Committee).
A company cannot implement ED1 in isolation but must do so in
conjunction with its trading partners. The trading partners must
then agree which ED1 standards and transaction sets will be used
and how the ED1 codes will be arranged. For this reason the
members of ICEDIS are working together to define industry
standards for ED1 for use by journal publishers and subscription
agents. The cunent membership of the committee includes seven
subscription agents and seven journal publishers.
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ICEDIS is currently using standards
promulgated by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI)Accredited Standards Committee
(ASC) XI 2.
Plans are well advanced to exchange claims
and claims responses between several agents and
journal publishers within the Committee, in order
to provide an enhanced service to journal
subscribersby reducing the time and money
needed to process claims, and claims responses.
Several publishers are already providing
details of the despatch date of each journal issue
to subscription agents at regular intervals to assist
them in cross-checking claims received from their
library clients. The ultimate aim is to make a
database available for all the publications of the
leading international journal publishers as a
reference tool for agents and library subsaibers.
Sales information and price list standards are
in preparation so that bibliographic and price
information can be provided by publishers in
accurate up to the minute files. ED1 will speed up
this process and eliminate the need for agents to
keyboard information when updating their
computer based rate & title files. Draft standards
utilizing a transaction set for conveying
subscription rates and a second transaction set
relaying associated bibliographic data will be
avadable shortly. The approval and use of these
standards are extremely important as publishers

and agents strive to make new pricing
information available to their clients as
expeditiously as possible.
A preliminary draft standard for transmitting
the cancellation of orders has been developed and
is now currently under review.
ICEDIS is committed to maintaining a
leadership position in establishing, using and
promoting the use of ED1 standards in the serials
industry. In an effort to invite all within the
industry to participate, it has prepared posters
and leaflets which will be displayed by its
members at conferences and exhibitions.
The committee has published International
Standards for Exchange of Machine Readable
Subscription Orders, November 1989, which
provided an industry standard for machine
readable orders now widely used internationally
between subscription agents and journal
publishers. Detailed consideration is now being
given to providing an ED1 industry standard for
subscription orders which will include an invoice
to handle multiple currencies and VAT or other
sales tax element as required by law in several
countries.
For further information on ICEDIS, please
contact Lorna Summers, Chair, ICEDIS, c/o
Turpin Distribution Services, Blackhorse Road,
Letchworth, Herts, SG6 IHN, UK;Tel: 0462672551; Fax: 0462-480947
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Lorna presenting the retiring chariman Heman Pabbruwe, a keen angler, with a book on fishing on behalf of the
ICEDIS committee.
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