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One of the great strengths of the UKSG is the
contribution made by individual members. At
our February meeting the Committee was
saddened to learn that Albert Mullis was not only
standing down from the Committee, but also
would not be attending any further UKSG
Conferences. It seemed like the end of an era.
His early career was in the public libraries of
various London boroughs. Like most of his
generation the Entrance and Registration
Examinations of the Library Association were
obtained by part time study after a hard day's
work. Also like his contemporaries, he had a
break in his library career while he experienced
the joys of National Service, in his case with the
7th Queen's Own Hussars - tanks not horses.
Having completed his two years he returned to
public librarianship and qualified as a Chartered
Librarian. In those days it was worth changing
jobs for another f100 a year. Having served in
several authorities he made the big decision in
1966 to become a civil servant, his first post being
with the Law Commission. From there he moved
to the department of Trade and Industry, first as
Chief Technical Cataloguer, and then as Head of
Bibliographic Services. This was followed by
secondment to the Civil Service Department as
project leader for the computerised catalogue
system.
In June 1979 he moved to the British Library,
Bibliographic Services Division with the British
Library Automated Information Service (BLAISE).
As he says wryly, "my whole career with the BL
has been under a Tory government"..

In March 1981 Albert became the Head of the
Serials Office, much concerned with cataloguing
and copyright material. This involved him with
the British National Bibliography, the British
Catalogue of Music, the British Catalogue of
Audiovisual Materials, and last but not least, the
launching of Serials in the British Library.
A strong public relations element in his job
meant working with such bodies as the ISDS in
Paris and running the ISSN Centre in the UK.
One of his achievements was to edit and put into
plain English the ISDS Manual.
Other extramural activities included the IFLA
Serials Section, early work on bar codes, and the
MARC Users' Group.
December 1984 saw another move, to BL,
Reference Division Overseas English Collections,
where he became head of Technical Processing
(acquisitions and cataloguing). This lasted until
1987 when he was appointed Serials Officer for
the Reference Division.
From 1990 until his formal retirement in
September 1994 he was Budget Manager/
Planning Officer for the Humanities and Soda1
Sciences Directorate. Although officially retired
he was contracted to stay on for a further eighteen
months.
So how did this busy life leave any time for
UKSG activities? Somehow it did. His first
Conference was in 1980. The only one he missed
was in 1984, when he had an ISDS commitment.
In 1986 he was elected Honorary Treasurer. This
turned out to be a brilliant appointment. The
Group was growing fast and becoming more and
more involved in publishing activities. It needed
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a firm hand on the purse strings, and it had found
the right person. Four years later when the new
Treasurer took over the finances were in a very
healthy condition, as they have been ever since.
Apart from being a conscientious Committee
member, with an eagle eye for the smallest
inaccuracy in the minutes, Albert's special
projects were: drafting the new constitution for
the UKSG, and latterly for the European
Federation of Serials Groups, editing and
producing Serial Publications: guidelines for good
practice in publishing printed j o u m l s and other serial
publications, the preparation and updating of the
Medium Term Plan, together with articles on
matters relating to serials in various publications.
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Albert is a colleague who has greatly enriched
the work of the UKSG; a wise counsellor and
steadying influence, but at the same time with a
sense of humour fuelled by the foibles of
mankind. (He prefers that term to 'personkind'.)
A quiet retirement? Well hardly. He hopes to
continue his interest in the BL's archives, learn to
cook, learn to swim, maintain his interests in the
theatre and the arts - even have time to delve into
his fine Folio Society editions of the works of
Dickens and Trollope. We all wish him a long,
healthy and happy retirement, and as the
Americans say, 'it's sure been nice travelling with
you, Albert'.

