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After a very difficult drive I arrived in wet and
windy Chichester twenty minutes late for my
appointment. The warm and friendly welcome I
received from John more than compensated for
the exigencies of the journey.
Born in May 1947, John spent his early life in
Purfleet, Essex, where his father was a manager at
the Esso Refinery. Although 'Essex man' by birth,
he is far removed from the popular stereotype.
After primary school he opted for a grammar
school education and became a pupil at
Dagenham County High School. A famous old
boy is Dudley Moore. Even in those early days,
travelling was part of his life - two bus rides and
a train journey to get to school, He soon
discovered he had an aptitude for, and a love of,
science, and in particular marine biology. At the
same time, and often in conflict with studying, he
had an interest in pop music, not just as a listener
but as a vocalist/guitarist. He was soon involved
with J D Jarvis and the Vampires, and much in
demand at local gigs. Although the glittering
world of pop music beckoned, common sense
prevailed and he completed his A-levels. Other
hobbies were waking and an interest in
environmental issues, clean beaches, oil slicks,
etc.
With A-levels in natural sciences under his belt
and a Welsh mother, it is not surprising that he
should choose the University of Swansea at which
to study marine biology. The big plus for this
degree course was that the university had its own
very well-equipped research vessel called 'Ocean

Crest'. Frequent voyages were necessary to such
delightful places as the Isles of Scilly. It was not
all work and no play. Wherever the ship docked,
there was plenty of time for research into pubs
and other social activities. A good time was had
by all.
In 1969 he obtained his BSc in marine biology
and, finding the world of academe very much to
his taste, he decided to stay and work for a PhD
in cell biology, finally completing his course in
1972. During his studies he once again was
tempted by pop music - this time as a vocalist
with Dr Z. This was a highly professional group
with a recording contract with Philips. It must
have been one of the most intelligent bands on
the circuit - out of five members, three had PhDs.
Between 1969 and 1970 they were working the
university circuits as a warm-up band before the
big timers came on. Other interests included
travelling round Britain and Europe in a
venerable old Morris 1000 Traveller.
At last it was time to give up the happy
student days and face the real world. His first job
was with the Welsh National School of Medicine,
where for three years he was involved in
leukaemia research. 1975brought a move to
Bristol University School of Medicine to
undertake research into lung cancer.
In 1977, when he was nearly thirty, he started
to re-evaluate his future. He had already
published about ten articles in scientific journals
and was a user of the literature. A chance
meeting with a friend changed the course of his
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career. "Why don't you try publishing", the
friend said. It so happened that just at that time
Elsevier were looking for PhDs as commissioning
editors. John applied for a job and was
appointed a commissioning editor on the
Biomedical Press.
Married in 1970 to a geneticist, their daughter
was one year old when they moved to Holland.
They lived in Hoorn, overlooking the Zuiderzee
- the home port for the ships which sailed round
Cape Horn. Life was good and they took part in
Dutch activities such as cycling, skating, touring
the bulb fields, concerts, etc.
He was also building up expertise in journal
publishing. However, the next crunch came
when they had to consider where their daughter
was to be educated and the decision was to
return to England. He heard that John Wiley was
looking for a medical editor in Chichester.
Unlike Elsevier, they were at that time book
publishers. In 1979 he made the move and
became their fourth commissioning editor (there
are currently about 50). Thus began a long and
fkuitful relationship. His first task was to build
up the biomedical publishing programme.
His son, Robin, was born in 1985 and at present
is at the local cathedral choir school, and
daughter Louie, following in the family tradition,
has gained a first class honours degree in
biological sciences at Exeter University.
At an early stage John realised the importance
of journals to Wiley. In 1987 he joined the board
of John Wiley & Sons Ltd as Publishing Director,
succeeding Mike Foyle as Managing Director in
1993. In 1996 he became Senior Vice President,
Wiley Europe, which included VCH. He is also a
member of the senior management team in New
York.
He is now in charge of 200 journals, 500 new
books a year and a turnover in excess of
£100,000,000 (E30,000,000 when he joined the
company). Staff responsibilities include 450 in
the UK and 250 in Germany.
In addition to publishing he is building up the
distribution side of the business, with Yale and
Princeton University Presses amongst his
customers. He is particularly proud that for three
years Wiley has won the award for outstanding
service which is given by the College and
University Booksellers Group. John describes his
management style as open and consultative. He
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likes to walk the ship. There are many long
serving members of staff in what is a very volatile
industry. The fact that Chichester is a nice place
to live may have some influence, but John
believes Wiley is a happy place to work. He says
you spend most of your life at work and if you
are not happy do not whinge about it, look for
something else. His mission statement is to
"make Wiley the place to be for our staff and our
authors". He believes that staff should have
empowerment to increase their responsibilities
and their career prospects.
To be a successful publisher it is important to
have a financial awareness of publishing, and
deploy your finite resources to the greatest effect.
He is not concerned about threats to the future of
commercial publishing, espoused by such
organisations as SPARC, but sees them more as
partners to help improve the future availability of
information. Nobody has ever prevented an
academic or institution from publishing its own
material. Academics do not publish themselves
because they are too busy teaching and doing
research, and if academe wants to get involved in
publishing it will develop the same cost base and
infrastructure that exists now. Non-commercial
publishers like many societies and university
presses actually have the same cost structure,
financial performance targets and pricing policies
as commercial publishers, but they like to tell
academics otherwise. The worrying issue is how
academe will fund its research. For publishers to
maintain their position they must offer more
value, and digital services provide a vehicle for
this. On the vexed question of escalating journal
prices, he believes these were necessary as
circulation decreased but have peaked now and
will level off, as the greater circulation and
readership afforded by the Internet helps
publishers disperse their costs to a broader
audience.
Consortia licensing is the way forward, as is
supplying material directly to end users.
Subscribers to a print journal should also have
access to a digital version as is the case with the
Wiley Interscience service. National boundaries
are disappearing because of the Internet and
other advances. The future looks exciting.
As a top publisher with an impressive number
of air miles, who is also involved in many
publisher-related organisations, does John have
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any time left for recreation? Perhaps because of
happy memories of the 'Ocean Crest', John now
has his own boat, a six berth motor cruiser,
although there is some doubt about how much
'research' into marine biology now takes place!
Gentle cruising in the Solent and visits to the Isle
of Wight are the order of the day.
When not afloat, he tries to spend time at his
barn in the South Downs, and enjoys
undemanding walking - an interest that goes back
to holidays in the Welsh valleys and Brecon
Beacons.
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John has a number of unusual characteristics.
He has gone from the bottom to the top in the
same company and remains fiercely loyal to
them. The other unusual fact is that he actually
loves his job and does not dread Monday
mornings. Above all it is his enthusiasm for life,
both in and out of work, which makes him so
very special and such an endearing person.
Perhaps he will dust off the old guitar and bring
it to the next UKSG Conference! He will have
plenty of groupies, I am sure.

